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Fourier advocated the setting up of numerous self-sufficing
communities living and working together, the workers owning
the capital and choosing from amongst themselves the adminis-
trators. The product was to be divided according to a fixed
schedule, capital to have one-third, labour five-twelfths, and
the managers three-twelfths. Large towns were to be dissolved
and the small communities were to settle upon areas chosen
for the beauty of the setting, where a close contact with the soil
would be possible for all, and where? labour sufficient to supply
all reasonable needs would be undertaken as a pleasure rather
than as an irksome task. There was a good deal of the spirit of
Ruskin and William Morris in Fourier's teaching.

Louis Blanc

Louis Blanc, whose views received widespread attention
mainly because of the part he played in the Revolution of 1848,
advocated much more practical methods of establishing the
principle of association. In the usual manner of extreme
propagandists he traced practically all the evils, economic and
social, from which the community suffers, to unrestricted com-
petition. His remedy was the setting up of social workshops,
not self-sufficing, upon the lines proposed by Fourier, but
producing for the general consumer in the usual manner. He
did not rely upon voluntary association, because the poorer
work-people had no means of obtaining capital. The State was
to take the initiative and provide the capital. Unemployment
would be abolished, because every one would have the right to
work in the workshops.

His proposals for the division of the product are of great
importance. He did not accept the Saint-Simonian principle
of payment according to ability or usefulness to the State. At
the outset he advocated sharing the product according to the
needs of the producers. He was one of the earliest teachers of
the doctrine that the community should receive 'from each
according to his faculties' and distribute 'to each according to
his needs'. Later, however, he realized the difficulties of carry-
ing out this principle and abandoned it in favour of complete